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To all my very much Honoured Friends 


and Countrymen, 
The reſpeQive Natives of the County of WILTsS, 


More efpecia!ly, 


To thoſe of the late Solemn- Meeting. 


And in particular, 
To the worthy Stewards of the Feaſt, 


INC, Deare Conntrymen , 


Here preſent you with a Diſcourſe, 
which by a threefold Title you | 
may properly call Tows. There | 
having been nothing but your In- | 
treaty , (which with : me ſhall ever | 
obtain the force of a Command) in a juſt con- | 
formity to which, it was both pex'd, and preach- | 
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ed,and is now committed to the Preſſe too. Next 
rothe reverence which I bear to the work it ſelf, 
(I mean, The * labour of Love,and the + beatifick 
office of making pcace,) which cannot chuſe but 
carry with it 1ts own Reward, I was chiefly incou- 
raged tothe enterpriſe in which you werepleaſed 
to engage me, by your being ſo much at »rity a- 
mongit your ſelves,8& ſo Religiouſlyintent on the 
good of others, For in how many things ſoever 
there may be a*ſcemineneſs of Religion,l am ſure 
irs + Purity conſiſts in thele two; The Relief of the 
needy in their afflictions, & the keeping of ones ſelf 
unſpotted from the world. For the taking of both 
into peſeſsion, I think I cannot direct to a ber- 
ter courſe, (either for brevity,or clearneſs,) then 
that we meaſure and deal ot our L ove to others, 
by that natural proporicon we commonly beare 
unto or ſelves, This being the ſcope of that 
* Royal Law, to which as many as are Chriſtians 
muſt needs be {ubjed, I ay they muſt, ſo much 
the rather, becauſe + whatſoever a man ſoweth, 
that ſhall he reap. And with what meaſure we * 
mete, it ſha!l be meaſured to us again, As tis the 
mercy of good men, which is ſaid to + triumph 
over Gods Fudgement , (o there is judgement * 
without mercy tor them that ſhew [:ttle or none. 
This 1 defire may be confidered by a peculiar 
ſort of profeſlors, who hate and perſecute their 
Neighbours under colour of Devotion and zeal to 
God, AS if it were not ſufficient, ſimply to break 
Gods Commandements, unle(s they be broken 4- 
gainſt each other, For if the ſame God thar faith, 


LT hou ſhalt not worſhip a graven Image | doth alſo 
ſay 
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ſay inthe ſame inſtant, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf," Then ſure to perſecute a Netgh- 
bour , in pretence of affe(#ion and love to Ged, is 
to take up the ſecond Table in anger, and to daſh 
it in pzeces againſt the firſt, And what is that (in 
| effect) but to make the Law irs own Traxſereſ- 
ſor * Such men are told by an Apoſtle, That 
they * deceive their own hearts, and fecd them- 
ſelves w:th ſuch hopes as will but zonriſh them to 
deſtruction , whileſt they imagine that + /uch Re- 
lizion will ever ſtand them in any ſtead. And to 
ſhew them the thickneſs of that Fallacy , which 
(by the Sophritry of the Fleſh) they are made ro 
impoſe upon themſelves, was not the leaſt of 
choſe ends, at which I levell'd my Meditations. 
For no ſooner was I z»vited to entertain my dear 
Countrymen, with the firſt and chiefeſt Conrſe 
ina Feaſt of Love, but{traighrt I refleted upon 
the Character which Chriſt had given to his Dil- 
ciples, juſt in the Cloſe of his Farewell * Supper, 


(which was indeed a | Love- Feaſt) by which they | 


might certainly be kzows to be truly Hs. I 
knew the Charatter of a Chriſtian was to be 


ſought moſt ficly from Chriſt Himſe!f, And | 


d | P Prov.lt.'0 


that Love was that Charader, which Chriſt ha 


left upon Record, Not ſuch a Love of one ano- | 


ther, as was the * Ravenors Love of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, wherewith they lov'd the Widows 
Houſes , io far forth as to devour them, and # eat 
chem #p. Nor ſuch a # cruel kind of Love,as was 
that of the * Canibals in Herodotus, who giutted 
themſelves with the fleth of cz , becaule they 


lov'd itas well as Yen'ſon. For when proteſſors | 
are \ & c,119-p.51-1 
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are tranſported with ſuch an #nnatural kind of 
Love,as gives them an Appetrte to | bite and | de- 
wvour each other, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the E- 
pheſtans) or to eat up Gods people as if they would 
cat Bread , (as the * Royal Prophet thought 
fic to phraſe it,) It hath a tendency to nothing, 
but mutual Ruine. 


Whereas the Note of diſtinion , whereby 
to know a ſincere and a ſolid Chriſtraz, is ſuch a. 


divine kind of Lewe as tends to unity and peace, 
and ſo (by a conſequence unavoidable) to mw- 
tuall ſafety and preſervation, It we are | rooted 
and — in ſuch 4 Love to one anothsr , as 
was the Love of Chriſt unto us al, we ſhall be 
known by the*fruit web ear,to have been} eraf- 
ted into Him, who is indeed the * true Vine. We 
ſhall not only do to * n# man, whit we would 
that mo man ſhould do to ws, (which was the 
motto a Heathen Prince would needs have 
carvedin all his Plate ) But + what we with that 
All men would do to #s, we (hall earneſtly en- 
deavour to do to all men. We ſhall /ove them 
for Gods ſake , whom, for their own fakes, we 
cannot love, It we are meerly weak &rethren,we 
ſhall manifeſt (by our meeknels) that we are not 
wilfut, And if ffrong, we ſhall * bear the Infirmi- 
ties of the weak, We (hall walk in + wiſdom to- 
wards them that are without , (1 mean the ene- 
mies of Chriſt, both Fewes and Gentiles,) That 
we may neither be in danger of being corrup- 
ted by their ſecular and ſenſnall bairs, nor heigh- 
ten their prejudice to the Goſpel, by any matter 
of ſcandall in our Converſe, 
I 


—y 


_—_—_— 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


I ſhall never forget what I was told ( about 
etght years agoe) by a * learned Jew, Thar 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, or the Love of God and the 
love of men , are a kind of Twin-Sifter:, which 
every Creature is to eſpouſe, who is nor ſo wed- 
ded tothe world, as to admit of a * Divorce from 
the Celeſtiall + Bridegroom. It was never al- 
low'd unto the Fewes, to * abhorre an Edomite, 
or aneAegyptian; or to reckon any man as an 
Enemy , (altaough he were þ ſcaling the City- 
Walls) until he had abſolutely refuſed their (o0- 
lemn offers of Reconcilem:nt. And I do now the 
rather take this occaſion to recount the things 
which I have learnt, both as an 1»ſt-uFer of the 
Ignorant, and as an humble * Remembrancer to 
men of »zore knowledze,(not only to Yew of mine 
own Countrey , to whom I make this Dedication, 
but to as many as ſhall not diſdain to read me, 
let their Place and their Principles be what they 
'will,) if peradventure by axy meants , 1 may © 
' provoke to Emulation, them that are mine own 
Fleſh, (2s the Apoſtle ſpake in another caſe, 
; which yer was of kin to the caſe in hand,) 
;and become inſtrumental to f ſave ſome of 
\them, 
| If in any thing I have ſpoken, I ſeem to 
| have ſpoken ſomewhat Auſterely, I here declare 
| my ſelf free from all particular Refl:&ions, upon 
[any man's perſoz , alive or dead, My Propolt- 
tions are univerſal, as well as true ; and my {e- 
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verities to ſin lie all in common. AS many as | 
hind themſelves guiliy may make particular Ap- 
plication of my Reproofs, ſo as they have it in | 
| their ' 
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'their Remembrance , that I have made zone at 


all, 

I have one thing to beg (as from all my Rea- 
ders in generall, ſo) in particular from you, Sirs, 
for whoſe particular fſatisfaftion my work is 
done z even that you will labour to be the bet- 
ter for all that is offer'd to your acceptance, 
That , * when the Lord Feſ us ſhall bz revealed 
from Heaven , with his mighty Angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them tha: know not Ged, 
and that obey not the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt , you 
may be able to f and and to appear with great 
boldneſs; as wearing his Livery , which is Love, 
and as owned thereby to be his Diſciples. To the 
ſure proteRion of whoſe Providence, and to the 
wiſe direion of whoſe Grace,you ll are heart:- 


ly commended ( without any Ceremony or 
Complement) by 


Your affettionate Countreyman 
in all the ſervices of Love 
and Friendſhip , 


THO. PIERCE. 
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Jo HN 13. 35. 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
Diſciples , if ye have love one to another, 


=, the Text ispart of our Savi- 


5) ours: laſt words, his Farewell 
-1< 


CY 


Ph = Sermon to his Diſciples; fo I 
PAR | may (ay it is a part of his /af 
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Will and Teſtament ; and ſhewes 
the worth of that Zegacy, which 
he was pleas'd to beqweath them at his depar- 
ture, The ever bleſled * Teſtator ( as the Au- 


thor to the Hebrews doth fitly call him ) being 
[now to take his laſt leave, and having pre- 


par'd them with an aſlurance tha tthe #/1e of his 
leaving was at hand,( that ſo they might ponder 
what he was ſpeaking,and /ay it up as the (peech 
of a * Dying man,) And being reſolv/d not to 


leave them without ſome Legacy, ſome ſpecial; 
B Token 
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Token of his Solicitsde, both for their preſent 
Fortification, and future Bliſſe, 

+ Peace (ſaith he) 1 leave with you, my peace T 
give unto y0u , not as the World giveth , a few 
good words in civility, or at the moſt, 2 *ind wiſh, 
And therefore let not your heart be troubled at the 
ſadden departure of my perſon; for as a ſupple- 
ment of that , 1 J:ave you my cordiall and ſolid 
Peace, 

But knowing well, that H# peace could never 
quietly reſt with them,in caſe of Warre and Di- 
viſion amongſt themſelves , and being not able 
to indeare them with a greater expreſſion of His 
love , then by obliging them ſtrictly to the con- 
ſtant loving of one another , He therefore be- 
queathed this * Royall Precept ( as a previous 
part of their Patrimony, whereby to fit them for 
all the zeſf,) That their reciprocall kindnefle 
ſhould be like H# , that they ſhould all be ſo 
affeed, as they had Him for an tf Example, that 
juſt as He had been to All, they ſhould be Alto 
one another ;, for ſuch are the words of the will, 
in the verſe immediatly before my Text , 

UTAIY xarviy BeC, A new Commanadement 1 give 
wnto you , that ye love one another, even as Ihave 
loved you. 

But then to gain their Acceptance of his Be- 
queaſt, and their religious Execution of what he 
commanded them to obſerve, He ſhew'd them 
the valxe of ſuch a Legacy, as did obligingly tye 
them to ſuch a Love. 

& Tile ndrles, GO. By this ſhall all men know. 


*hat ye are my Diſciples , if ye love one _ 
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In which words of our Saviour, there are two 
things ſuppoſed, and a third is taveht. 

Firſt of all itis ſuppos'd, that All to whom 
the words are ſpoken, either are, or ought to be, 
Chriſts Diſciples. And that not only in profeſ- 
ſion, but in ſingleneſs of heart; not only verbally, 
and by name, bur very really ſuch. This is eafily 


+ |collefted from three words in the Text , iu: 


ualnte: #54, Te are my Diſciples. 

In the ſecond place it is opor'd » that ſuch 
as are really Chriſts Diſciples, (not in ſhew, bur 
in ſubſtance, not in hypocriſie,but in deed)ought 
to endeavour to make it known to all THE 
(OR D, that they are ſuch. Their light 

muſt ſhine before men, by their Procope and Growth 
in the SCH 00L ot Chriſt. This 1s apparent 
from two words more , TsvTts yrocorrar, All 
men ſhall know it. And were it not ſo in good 
earneſt, their Maſter would never have di- 
re&ted them {as here he doth) to the infallible 
meanes of its attainment, For 

Mark attentively in the third place, the moſt 
important Leſſon» which here is taught , ( and 
which is zew of all Leſſons the moſt worth 
learning, eſpecially if we refle&t on the 0r1g7- 
nall occaſion of this ſolemnity,) by what certain 
Kgeriigzor , Of way of proof, ye may make men 
know ye are Chriſts Diſciples, This is deliver'd 
in the firſt and the laſt words of the Text , 
WY T&TQW YIOTOVTH , they ſhall know it ever by 
this , tay dyamir ture, If ye brare love to one 
another. 

From theſe three parts there are juſt as many 
B 2 Pro- 
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| 


Propoſitions, into which the Text is very natu- 
rally diflolv'd. 

The firſt is this. That all who are Auditors 
of Chriſt, or all to whom he is revealed, do 
ſtand obliged by that meanes, to be. very really 
hs _ es, 

The {econd this, That their Diſcipleſhip, if 
it be reall, will alſo be eminent and exemplary,lo 
far forth as to be known, and taken notice of by 
All, 

The thirdis t his. That the ſureſt Tez#:mony 
and proof of fincere Diſcipleſhip under Chriſt, 
and the principal 1»ſtance or eff wherein its e- 
minence doth conſiſt, And that which by 


, Chriſt is here pronounced as an wnerrable mark 


or Criterion of it, is this Divine Qualification of 
mutuall Love. 

And this indeed is the propoſition, upon which 
I have faſtned my Meditations, becauſe it is that 
which ſuites beſt with the principal end of our 
preſent meeting, and that wherein is ſwallowed 
up the prime Importance of the Text. Not only 
the prime, but the whole ratzonal Importance, 
And I verily think you will ſay as much, if you 
duly compare the Propoſition , with the four- 
fold Emphaſis which is to be pur upon the 
words. 

For firſt our Saviour doth not ſay , Men ſhall 
gmeſſe or conjetFure that ye are mine,but yr60ove, 


they ſhal &zow it, Nor 2ly doth he ſay, Your | 
Diſcipleſhip ſhall be known as a ſpeciall Secret | 


to very few, but as the Sun in his Meridian, 
TavTS yvoorla , All men ſhall know it. Nor 


thirdly }| 


_— ; 


| 


___ 


WW 


_ 


of Chriſt's Diſciples. 5 


thirdly doth he ſay, All men ſhall know that 
ye ſcem to be by a Diſguiſe , but 37: walura: te, 
that ye are my Diſciples without a fition, Laſt 
of all, he doth not ſay , Your Diſcipleſhip ſhall 
be known by ſuch deceiveable Tokens, as your 
Aſſembling your ſelves in the Honſe of Prayer , 
your crying out* Lord Lord,your doing + wonders | *Mar.7.12,23 
in my name,your being Orthodox in Judgement, | | <'1oftom. 
and jumping together in Opinions; but by This Joh, —_—_ 
it ſhall be known,as by a Token which never fails, 
iay dydTny Ture oy dANIAoLS R If ye have Love for 
one another. 

I muſt therefore begin with That Propoſition, 
which is laſt in order, but firſt in Dignity, And 
which being as the Heart of the whole Body of 
Chrijc:z2ity,deſerves to be (like the Heart in the 
body of man) 73 *;270 & 7g@70», The firſt thing | Aviftor, 
that /zves, and the laſt that 4jes in our conſide- 

ration. For can there be any thing in the world 

of greater conſequence then this , which gives | 
us a Token whereby to know we have an Intereſ# | 
in Chriſt ? and ſuch a ſure token too , as cannot- | 
poſſibly deceive us 7 yet even ſuch is that Love, - 
with which: I am now to extertain you, and 
which it you take into your hearts, as well as 
into your outward cares, will (I doubt not) car- 
ry with it that peace of Conſcience, which 15 to all 
that feed onit, a continuall * Feaſt. 

But becauſe there is hardly any word that 
is more equivocal th2n this , I muſt neecs Anti- 
cipate an Objection , by ſhewing what Love it is | 
which our Saviour meant, when he appointed it | 
for the meaſure , by which his Scholars are to be 
ſeann'd, . And | 
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And to ſhew you the better what it &, I muſt 
firſt ſhew you what it is xot, For all forts of men 
pretend to Love z not only Chriſtians, but the 
profeſſed Enemies of Chriſt ; and as well the n0- 
minall, as reall Chriſtians, Nay in one kind, or 
other, they all have Love in their poſſeſs:o# ; and 
many times the worſt men in the greateſt mea- 
ſure, For greater Love then this (our * Saviour 
tells us) there is none , that a man lay down his 
life for his friend, And plentiful fore of this 
Love we commonly find (in Gur reading ) a- 
monsgſt the Heathen. Their great f Philoſophers 
did preſcribe it, and not a few of their people 
obey'd the Precept. 

To ſave a Friend ready to periſh , we 
find Epiſthenes ( in Xenophon) (4) teady to 
lay down his life. Aad ſucn was the love of 
Artapates to Cyriz4 Funior, that he perte&tly (6) 
hated his ow# life, as ſoon as Cyr#s had loſt Hi. 
Not(c\would Lucius Petronius out-live his friend. 


| (23Pomponius 8& Letorius dyed a couple of Mar- 


tyrs for Cains Gracchus. And Titm(e) YVolumni- 
# follow'd Lncullus into his grave.(f) Terentius 
preferr'd the life of Brutzs by many degrees be- 
fore his own. And (ge) Yalerirs tells us of divers 
{ervants, who to preſerve their maFers, de- 
ſtroy'd themſelves. What tranſcendent lovers of 
one another were (h) Menedemm and Hipſides, 
(1) Cleonymus and Archidamzs, (k) Agaſias and 
Xenophon, (l)Bageas and Menter, (m) Hippoclides 
and Polyſiratms, (n) Aſclepiodotus and Soranm ? 


p.2t1.1 Xenophgaanvm l.5.0.446.k In cxp.Cyri.l.5.p.304.305. 1 Diod Sicul. 1,16, p. 
448.m YJal,Max.l.I.c.$.p.34.n Tacit.Annal.l, 16.p+4331., 


Twere 
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Twere eafie to name as many (0) more,as would | o Ex Pohb. 


, Io,p.y32. 
make you weary to hear them nam'd, Nor do I Too Hoſhls 4. 


{peak onely of Couples, but of whole Soczetres | +455, 


and SefFs , whoſe aſtoniſhing Love to one ano- ———_ 
ther hath rais'd them Monuments in fory,which | g7;*,1 0, 


will endure as long as the Sun and Moon. Such | 3:6. 

as the (p) Cimbri and Celtiberians in Valerins es ma 
Maximws ; The(q) friends of Cyrus in Xenophon | 4:iſtor.cth.l. 9. 
The(s) Athenians in Thucydides, The (5s) Megalo- | ©;'1-0-9'3- 

: . : Homer, 1.1.13. 
politans in Polybius, The mea of (t) Saguntum | ,,.a 5. 
and Perellia, The many(s) Societies reckon'd | 109.045. H, 
up by Alexander ab Alexandro, who had all or 
things in common of every kind, and as well their agh- os ; 
ſufferings, as their injoyments. Inſfomuch that it | q Xen.exp.cy.1. 


one did loſe a limb by any accident, all the reſt |  Tbuegd lt 2, 


were to cut off theirs, that in every Circum- | p.c+- 4.125. 
ſtance of Adverſicy, they might all be equall | $P9hb.4.2p, 


x I d 
and alike. Wal Mint6, 


c,6.Liv.,/ 21 c,'4.1.23.c.20.u Solluni apud Aquitanos, Socieras Hyunnorum, Sodaley 
Anronini, Tauri apud Scythas. Fratres Arvales. SuyamoIrnooyles Aud ZEgyP- 
tios, Alex.ab Alex. Dier,Genial.l.1.c.26.p.74 75+ 


Thus there were multitudes of men who | 
lov'd each other unto the Death, And ſome be- | 
yond it, as far as * Hell, Yet very far were thole | * Piodor.Sic.t. 


, | 4-f.266. 
Pagans from being known by ſ#ch love, to have | F\\;C<cram 


been either the Diſciples of Chri# or Moſes. | Roboaldus, 


'Twas little better than the love of King Porms —_— 
'rihex Rex 


his Elephant, and other generous beaſts , which | yj.;mus, a 


have expos'd their ow lives to ſave their R#- Condo math 
' : . n (9) ru 
ders. There is a + naturall kindneſſe and Generoſi- + Homer © Dfe 


ee Þ. 251, 256. xvov drouigtalo Saxgu. 14. Iliad, y.p. 322+ inner 
N Ataxidieo xadioy. Vid. Plinl,8.c.q2.Solin.c gy. Virgil, 1,11. Tran- 
quillum in vita Ceſaris, AElian,de Animal l,10.C.17» 
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TE - ty, which is common to men with the weaxeſt 
Creatures, and ſo hath nothing of affinity with 
what is intended in the Text, 

Nay if we refle& upon our ſelves,upon whom the 
ame of Chrift s called, we muſt not imagin we 
have attain'd unto that excellent Love which is 
here requir'd, becauſe we find(upon inquiry that 
| we are loving to our friends;or becauſe we have 
|  1fa.1.13. | our f ſolemn meetines ; or ſtand * taſt to one ano- 
| 
| 


AC Oe 


*Sx'iaſter ad- . 
C_ | ther as 4r1vers 08 of a deſign. For as there are 


crucmia ecn- | many ſorts of Love which are not rationall, and 
; nt 19g _ | pure, as not proceeding from a right principle 
uSTC.1M, Fd. |} ©, , . 
Max. g.c.l:, | {0 there are many things too which are but the 
p. 287, Counterfeits of love,and yet are call'd by that 
Name, becauſe they look extremely like it, The 
Devils themſelves have their combination , rhe 
+Luk.r1.18. | are ſtill ati azreement among themlelyes , pA 
as Satan is never divided againſt Satan z bur *cis 
from a principle of Policy, and not of Love, Even 
Rebells and Schiſmaticks (the greateſt enemies 
*pſat. $5. 6. | of Church and ſtate)are wont to *hold altogether 
and keep themſelves cloſe , but trom a principle 
+ Luk, 23. 13. | of Factron,and not of Love, We read of + Pilate, 
and Herod, that they were ſolemnly made 
friends, but from a principle of Hatred co an in- 
nocent Chri, not of love to one another, 
The world is full of ſuch Merchants, as keep 
4a good correſpondence, and are punituall Dealers 
with one another; but from a principle of Traf- 
fick,and not of true Love, The triends of Ceres 8& 
1:4: Philozem | Bacchus, have their times of Feaſting and Good- 
Tegl Tay fellowſhip, their times of injoying the Creature- 


9:p27676) | Comforts; but from a principle of looſeneſſe, and 
P-69J3» nor | 


md 
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not of Love, Many love the merry meeting , but 

not the ep whom they ameet.Or it chey. are Lo | 
vers of the m:5,is far: trom being* thank-worthy, * 1.u: 6.3, 
' For even the Publicans and *7nners do love thoſr | Nni.5.46. 

' that love them; but from a principle of Nature, 

'and not of Grac-. It being a meer ſelf- Lowe, ' 
which makes chem ſo to love others, Nay 
farther yet, A man miy do the very things | 
which are the principall offices and works «of 
Love, tor which (not his Love, but) onely hs 

vanity is to be thanke, He may beſtow his | 
[whole ſubſtance to feed the poor, and yer may | 
perith for wazt of Love. He may dare to dye a | 
pretended Martyr by giving his body to be burnt, 
And yet he may be frozen tor want of Love.So 
I calle& from che Apoſtle, 1 Cor.13.3, 

It concerns us therefore to know, what love 
this #, (baving ſeen whar it is not,) by which a 
man may be known to be Chriſts Diſcipl:, And | 
the ſhorteſt way to know this, is to refle& a 
while on the Love of Chriſt. For ſuch: as was | 
his Love to ws, [uch muſt ours be to Him and to 
oae another. We have his own word for itin the | 
verſe immediatly before my Text, and c. 15, v. 
10,12, If ye keep my Commanadements, ye ſhall 
| abide in my love. (v.lo.) And thi w my Com-! 
manadement, that ye lowe one another, even as 1 
have loved you.(v.12,) Now we know the Love 
'of Chriſt was both extrenſively, and intenſively 
'great z and propoled (in both reſpects) nor 
more to our woxder, than imitation. Firſt it' 
was ſo extenſgvely Great, as that it reach-' 
edto All in generall, (1 Tim, 4. 10.) to eve-| 


| C ry 


OR —__—_—____ 
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e Phil, 1c 7. 
' y Iſa, $3.3» 


* Joli.13.7. 


'+ Phil. 2. ſ$. 
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ry man in particular, (Heb.2.9.) nottoa world of 
men onely, as that may ſtgnifie a part, but ro-all 
the whole world without exception, (1 Foh.2,2,) 
wichout exception of the unzodly, (Rom.5.6.) 
without exception of exemes, (Rom.5 .10.)with-! 
out Exception of them that periſh, (2 Fer.2.1.)' 
And (o intenſively great was the Love of Chriſt, 
that it made him empty himielt. of glory, and 
become of * x0 reputation; + it made him a may 
of (orrowes,2nd acquainted with grief ; indeed an 
intimate Acquaintance of the molt heart-break- 
ine grief,that ever was ſuffer'd on this fide Hell. 
Ic put him upon the vaſlallage of * waſhing and 
wiping his ſervants fret , It made him + ob«dient 
anto the Death, and to ſeck the lives of his E- 
nemies, whilſt his enemies fought his ;. He in or- 
der to their ſafety, as they in order to his Rutne, 
It made him once i our Prieſt. atter the order. of 
Aaron, 2nd our Prieſt fer ever aiter the order of 
Melchiſedeck.For us he Ceicended into H:l;tor ns 
he aic;:nded into Heaven; tor us he makith intcor- 
ceſciow at the right hand of God, Rom.8.34, 


Thus Chriſt,as our MaFer, hath fer us a Copy 
of Hi Love, to the end that wezas his Diſciples, 
might co our utmoſt to 7ake it out, Our Love 
muſt be {o extcyrve, that it muſt reach even to 
All , no: onely to all our tellow-Duſciples ,|- 
but to all men living upon the Earth; it muſt 
reach unto our Zxex7es, 2nd of them to all ſorts 
tov ; not onely to thole withort the pale of the 
Church, (whodo us little or no hurt) eyen 
Fewes, Tw ks, Trſidels, and Hereticks, tor whom 
we pray ence a year in our Engliſh Litorgy z But 

tO 
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ro our Crueller Enemies within the Church, our 
particular Perſecutors and Slanderers, tor whom 
we pray in our Liturgy three times 4 week. 

Indeed the Hypoctites of the Synagogue did 
conſtraine the word Neighbour to fignifie no- 
thing but a Friezzd , eſtreming it Cedlineſſe, and 
Zeal, tohate #n Enemy. And ſome there are e- 
ven in Chciſten!om, who teigning God from all 
Eternity to have h2tcd more then he /oved,think 
ctiizy acquit themſelves fairly (and look upon it 
in chemlelves 2s a God-like property) it they are 
nuch Jeſs inclinabie ro love then Hatred, They 
know they need not love w#e,then the Saviour 
ot the world was pleas'd to dye for z And eafily 
eaking it for granted, that he dyed onely for 


| ome, they think they need not exhibit their 


love to all, 

Such men muſt be taught, that even our F- 
uemies are to be treated as oxe ſort of triends, 
and that the Scripture-word Netghbour extend's 
rQ both; twas (0 extended even by * Moſes z 2nd 
lo by | Selomon; if by Moſes and Solomon, much 
more by Chriſt ; who having firſt commanded 
us to /ove our Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, 
to oblige them that hate ut, and to pray for them 
that are ſpitefull to us,give's us his reaſon in theſe 
words, becauſe * God alſo is kind to the unthank- 
full andtothc evil, Which is as much as to ſay, 
that in the extenſion of our kindneſſe, we muſt 
de tmitators of Ged. For (o he tells us in the very 
next words,+ be ye mercifull as your Father in 
Heaven is mercifull, And whena Jew askt the 


Queſtion, * Who us my Neighbour ? Our Saviour 


| 


2 an{wered 


Mar.s.43. 


*Exnd. 23.45. 
Lev.19. 17,18, 
Deur, 23.7, 

t Prov. 25, 
21, 32, 

Vids Philozem 
Tip ginarle, 
P. $59.55t, 

' Luk. 6. 35, 
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s#S 414 4y- 
Sownwy 6 
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i Verſe 56. 
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anſwer'd him by a Parable of a Few and a Sama- 
ritan, not ofa Jewand a Few. Whereby we are 
given to underſtand, that all are our Neighbours 
who ſtand in Need. Let thatneed be what ir 
will, A need of our Pardon or our Purſe,we mult 
n«.t onely forgive them in caſe they reduce us 
| Rom 12.20 | ro wart of Bread, but we muſt o:ve them our 
Bread too, in cate they want it. We mult pray 
tor them, and pzty them, and indeavour to melt 
them to reconcilement;we mult do them all the 
good offices within our power, excepting ſuch 
as are 2Pt to hurt them we muſt thew them ſuch 
favours 25 may helfFto raiſe them ont of the Pir, 
not fuch as may ſink them the faſter 27 , we! 
muſt not be ſo rudely c.vi!l, fo dilcourteonſly | 
*Lev.19.17. | complailent,4s to * [rf their fin: to vc por th. 
without Ciſturbance,i-ur muſt rather o6/zge them 
with our | rebakes; left for want of ſuch favours 
they go cown qrietly to aeſirntion. For fo run's 
the precepr, Thou ſhalt rot hate thy brother 18 thy 
heart, (on the contrary) 1hon (alt in any wife rc- 
buke thy brother, and ſhalt not ſuffer $in upon him. 
Althuugh a man be ſo {cancalous as to be ſhat 
* 2 The!.3.14. | out of our * company by the direction of the A- 
poſtlc, yet the fame Apoſtle tells us, we muſt 
not count him as an Exemy, but admoniſh him as a 
{rother, 2 The(. 3.15, 

And trom hence we are to argre 4 miner: ad 
majn:.For it our Love muſt thus extend to E- 
nextes, how much more to ſuch as are friends * 
| friends to our perſozs, and to our God too? The 
love of © h. #ft had deerees,& fo muſt owrs, As the 
PR tells cConceruins Chriſt, he is the Sawiony 

f 


t lid, 
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of all,but eſpecially of them that believe (1 Tims 


our ſelves, we muſt do good unto All men, but eſþe- 
cially to them who are of the houſhold of faith (Gal. 
6.10.) Andeven of thoſe that are faxthful!, a 
primary care is to be taken for them that zre of | 
our | own Cevatry, It was not only For Gods Cilke | 
ht David was kind unto Ferrſal:m, but tor his | 


4.10.) ſo the ſame Apoſtle doth alſo tell us of 


tor her, and did hits utmoſt to do her 22cd, (Pal, 
122.8.) Our Saviour being himſelf an 1{raclire, 
did * prefer the lo? ſh:ep of the Houſe of Tſrac!. 
| How kind was Moſ-s to His Countrymen, when he | 
| hecaine for their {2kes extremely cr#:17 unto 
Hin ſelf ? Lord (Waith he) if thou wilt, forgive 
11:27 Stats, and if no:, blot me I pray ile: out of the 
boot wich thon haſt written, Exod.32.32, As it 
{alvation it (e!f could haord'y pleate him, unlefl2 
ns Country men might have it, is welt as He, Nor 
was the piſton of St. Pay! interiour ro it, who | 
tor the love he bare unto His Conntrymrn, winm | 
he calls his 6-ethrea 4nd kinlmen according to the | 
fliſh, was read y 10 wth 21ſclf accurſ 4, and ucter- 
ly cat off trom the body of Chriſt, (Rong 2.) As 
it he car d not what became of him, fo that his 
Conntrymen might be ſavd, 

Burt many tinies our reereft Conntrymen may 
become our worſt Nezzhbours z, an *, inreſpett of | 
thetic Reiigion, Ewell farthe/Þ off roo. Toa man | 


Lo 
Oo 


| 
| 
i 
i 
' 


| CAT 15 Dorn in Fade, A rd Samaritan Oa2b re | 
| to be dcaver, rien 2 crnel Few, * St, Fanl, an 

the Chriſtians + of Theſſalozica, were never uſed 
| With more rizour , then by the men of their 


bt: owl. 
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*2 Tim. 3. 2. 


own Conntrey. And our Saviours words are very 
remarkable, that except 7t be in his own Countrey, 
4 Prophet is never without honour, (Mart. 13. 57.) 
Bur let him be 1 his own Countrey. and he hath 
z0 hoavnr at all, (John 4. 44.) Chriſt himſelt 
had leaſt thzre;andthere he did the feweſt Mira: 
cles; bur that he did not »ore there then in 0- 
ther places , the only Cauſe was their nnkind- 
ucſs. 

This 1s therefore the firmeſt Bond whereby 
to hold us together in peace and love , not that 
we are of oxe Countrey , but that we are of oze * 
Chriſt ; And can ſay of our ſelves, with better: 
reaſon, then it was ancient!y (aid of the Lomnini, 
That in all owr bodies there is no more then one 
ſoul;or (to expreſs it with St. Panl) that we have 
all bat one Faith , one Baptiſme, one Spirit, ene 
Lord, one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in us all. (Eph. 4. 4, 5, 6.) 
It we will maniteſt ro the world, and prove con- 
vincingly to our (elves, that wee really the; 
Followers and Frienas of Chri#t , It muſt be by a! 
burning and ſhining Love, A love of men, and 
not of Ged oxly. And a Love of men it muſt be, | 
in which the true Love of God is not excluded, 
but preſuppos'd. Not a love of our ſelves only, 
(condemn'd ſo much by the * Apoſtle ) bur a 
Love of others as our ſelves, it not as much, yet 
as well, if not in that meaſure, yet in the very 
ſame manner, in which we are obliged to love 
our ſelves, And it muſt be Drileftio Amabea, 
a mutuall Loves agiving and taking of affeRi- 
ons, Indeed rather then tail , we muſt pledge | 

them | 
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to make up an «y«*», or Love-Feaſt indeed, 
( ſuch as with which the bleſſed Ap: ſiles did 
once adorn both the Doftrine and the Diſcipl:] hip 
of Chriſt,) It muſt be ey«7u ©» bANIA%S , Loie 
interchanged with on: another, 

The chieteſt requifites of our [Love muſt be 
Stnicerity and Ferverr, As St, Paul [peaks co the 
Romans , we muſt be kindly affcftioned one to- 
wards another, ſo as our love may be bretherly, 
and without diſcimnlation (Rom. 12.9.10,) we 
muſt not be 4i4vy, donble-ſou!d men, (Jam. 1. 
'8.) but muſt c: ry our meaning in our fore- 
he ads, and hold our heaits in our hands. Not 
| lave in word, neither in Tongue , but i: deed and 
in Truth, (1 John 3 3. 18,) we mult not /2ok cve- 
ry man at h1s awe things only , but every man at 
the things of others, (Phil, 2.4.) If we are owners 
of ſuch x a love @,ASISG Teſtimo!r Ww an q proof of 
our reall Ditciplethip  unger Chriſt , 7he are 
mind will be in-us which was in Corift Feſus Phil. 
2.5.) And if (v "an (hail be re: dy to ſtop (as he® 


2nd to wipe the very feet of our Infe! tors,we fall 


|fove ſerving one another, (Gil.5.13.) And in ho- 

nour preferring ene another, (Rom. 12.10.) Nt "if 
[the lame mini be in us which was in Chriſt Je- 
tus, (as the Avoitle re!1S us 1t 08g he tobe) out 
love will be to z#tenſiwe, is to make ws lay down 
one lives for the Brethren, And 10 St.Fohz tells | 
us we ought to Co, I Fohy 316. 


them in Love, who do begin to us in hatred. Bur 


willingly bear ene anthers burd. HAS, (Gal.6 6.2) by | 


— 


cid) to the weanrft of fices of love, even to waſh. 
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It no d:wiacy love of one another were meant | 
| by 
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| by our Saviour in my Text , then what was (0 
| irequently exaGed under the pedagogie of Ao- 
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ſes, our Saviour would certainly have {aid , A 
old Commardement 1 give unto you, it having been 
£.1d to them ot old, 7hon ſhalt love thy Netzhbor 
as thy ſelf, Levit. 19. 18. But here he calls ic a} 
new Commazdement z, which we cannot imagine | 
he woald h:ve done, had there been nothing in| 
ts ſubject bur what was old. No, he might ve-; 
ry well call ica New Commandement , not only | 
tor that reaſon, (which I find given by St, * Au-| 
fin) becaule it preſcribes us luchalo-ce, as by| 
which we calit off che o/4 man, and pur on the | 
new; but becauſe it preſcribes us ſuch a love, as, 
never was thought upon before, much lefle deli- | 
ver'd under precept, io any Sect or Society of 
Fewes , or Gentiles, Had his Commandement 
been no more, then that we love one anether, it 
had been o/d with a witneſs; no doubt I may 
ſay, as old a5 Adam, Bur becauſe he added | a 
Sicut Ego ] that we muſt love one another , 
even as he hath loved us, (which was with ſuch a 
new Love, :$ till he came into the world, was 
never heard of,) he had reaſon to call ir a Ncw 
Commarnaemeut. For although Sr, Fehn ſaith, 
Brethren, 1 write * no New Commanaement , but 
an old Commanaement which ye had trom the be- 
ginning , yet he meanes no more by that word, 
then the firſt b:ginninz of Chriſtianity , which 
was with the preaching of the Goſpel by Feſzs 
Chriſt. Remember therefore (I beleech you) 
what Love this is, which is the Badee and 
Cogniſance of our profeſſion ; the mark , of 
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| which is net exatcd from Men as Men, but from 
| Chriſtians as they are Chriſtians, We muſt not 
love as They do, who * corrapt oxe another (as $. 
Auſtin ſpeaks) with a meerly ſeditious or ſchiſma- 
tical Loveznor muſt we love as They do,who only 
love one another for filthy Lucre, much leſs asThey 
| do,who love one another for fi/thyLu#, Nor mult 
\we love as They do, whole love conliſterh only 
in th#, that they agree in the hatred of lome third 
' Party ; Nor muſt we only love as They do, who 
love one another as they are Mex only, that is, as 
they arc ſoczable and civill Creatures, But we mult 
[love one anothher as benig Lovers of God, and as 
being ſuch whom God /oves ; as being * Children 
of the Higheſt, and * younger Brothers of our 
Redeemer, as being all made Coxſorts of the very 
ſame Hope , and all Co-heirs of the very ſame 
| Kingdome, Our Love muſt imitate the manner 
and theDegree of Chriſts Love. For we muſt ven- 
rure our L:ves for the good of others, and ce yen in 
ſpight of all Dangers which may happen to the 
Body, we muſt ow”, and propagate, and defend 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, which is the moſt 
we can do for the good of other mens Sowls, and 
that which makes us moſt like a Saviowr. The 
| Goſpel (I may ſay) is the Chriſtian Scoot, thi- 
ther it is we goto learn, Chriſt is the Maſter of 
| itin ch/ef; All Chriſtians are Schooffelows, or 
| Condijciples, The Leve I have hitherto deſcribed 
1s the higheſt Leſſon which there is taught, Thoſc 
| Titular Chriſtians who do not attain to this Love, 
|are fo many Dunces and Trwants, fit to be .turn'd 
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out of the S#hool, It is indeed a hard Lefſon, for w | 
tolove oxe another even as Chriſt hath loved ws ; 
a Leſſon only ro be found in the School of Chriſt. 
But yet how Df ficu/t ſocver, it is not :poſſible to 
be /earn't.For Cod &* faithful, and expects not to 
reap, but aſter the meaſure that he hath ſown ; He 
will not ſuffer ws to be tempted *abewve what we are 
able, 1f there is in us * a willing mind, He accepss 
accerding to what we have, and not according to 
what we have not. The *Grace of Chriſt s ſuf ficient 
for us, And we can do * all things through him that 
ſtrengthens ws, And therefore let us not deſpaire 
of getting the Maſtery over our Leſſon»; For we 
are all * ©zeJiSaxler, (as St.Paul ſpeaks tothe Thel- 
ſa'onians) immediatly taught it by God himſelf, 
Now the more largely I have diſcovered, both 
what itis 6, and what it &, to love one another, 
as Chriſt requires; the fewer words will ſuffice 
to make it as clear as the Sun at Noon, that b 
this we muſt be known to be Chrifts Diſciples.,For 
ſuch a Love as This is, « the fulfilling of the Law, 
So faith the Law-giver * himſclf, Mat. 22.40. and 
ſo his principal Apoſtle, Rom. 13. 8, 9, 10. where 
he ſpeaks of Love in a Chriſtian, as Demoſthenes 
did of Pronunciation in an Orater, As if it were 
not only the firſs Thing, but alſo the ſecond, and 
the third, and (o indeed the 73 na, the Al in All of 
a Chriſtian, For mark the words of that Apoſtle, 
whom we cannot accuſe of vain, or needleſs Re- 
petition. \He that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
Lay (v.s$.) Allthe Commandments of the Law are 
.comprehended even in this, Thos ſhalt love thy 


Neighbonr as thy ſelf (v.9.) Love worketh no evil 
| to 
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Of Chriſts Difciples. 
to his Neighbour therefore Love us the fulfiling of 
the Law (v.10.) Three times in a breath, with- 
ont ſo much as a Parenthefss, love is reckon'd to be 
thePandet? of all things requiſite to make a S47nt, 
Nor let any min ſay within himſelf, How can 
this be? Since Gods word tells us, that ſs if i, 
And yet I think it is cafic to ſhew you How too z 
For the whole Body of the Law moral! doth conliſt 
of tew Members, which are call'd the Decalogur, or 
ten Commandements of the Law. The Lord Jeſus 
hath reduced thoſe Tex to theſe Two. Thou ſhalt 
love thy God with all thy Heart, And thy Netgh- 
bouy 4s thy ſelf. Onthoſe two Hinges the ve 
Door of Salvation doth ſeem to twry, For on thoſe 
two Precep-s hang all the Law and the Prophets, 
(Mat.22.40,) Bur St. Pasl hath reduced them all 
to Oxe,For thus he ſpeaks tothe Galatians, * Al 
the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, The reaſon is, 
becauſe the Love of our Neighbour (inthe high 
Degree I here ſpeak of ) doth carry along with it, 
the Love of God : Either of them (faith * Auſtin) 
iS inferr'd by either ; for if we really {ave G od, 
we (hall obey him when he commands us to love 
ourNeighbour,and if we really /ove oarNeighbour,) 
It is for the Love which we beare to God. Obſerve 
the Logick, by which St.Fob» argues both back» 
ward and foreward. By this we know we love the 
Children of Ged, when we love God, and keep his 
Commandements, 1 J0.5.2. There he argues Com 
the frſf Table to the ſecond. Now obſerve how 
be argues from the ſecond to the firſt, and that 
ewo waies, both in the Negative and the Afﬀirma- 
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| tive. In the Negative'thus ; 'He that loweth not his 
Brothcy whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not ſeen 2 1 Jo, 4. 10. He that ſhut- 
| 46th up his Bowels of Compasſion from hu brother, 
| how'dwilieth the Love of God in him? 1 Jo.3.17. 
Again he argues itin the Affirmative. . We know 

that we have paſſed from death unto life, if we love 
the brethren, 1 J0.3.14. Hereby we know weare of 
the Truth, aud have Confidence towards God, if we 
keep his Commandements : And this is his Com- 
mandement, that we love one another (v. 19. to 
V.23.) 

Hence you ſee itis evident, There is nota clea- 
rer Demonſtration of our lsving God with all our 
| | bearts,then the loving our Neighbour ay our ſetves, 
| From whence it follows, that every ſi» muft needs 

argue ſome wart of Love, for if againſt 'the firſt 

Table, it is through awaxt of ſome love to God, 

| | Andif againſt-the ſecond, it muſt needs befor 

| | want of fome love to Men. Again, .it follows on 

| the contrary, that where Love is perfe&-and en- 

tire, no Commandement can be broken: For, 

| loving God with all our hearts ,. we (hall keep the 

firſt Tablegand loving our Neighbour as onr ſelves, 
we ſhall not fail to keep the 7 nn" 

What I have ſhew'd in the Grear, I can cafily 
thew in the Retail too, to wit, that Love & the ful- 
filling of the Law,For if we love God as we ought 
todo, we ſhall certainly have no God but Him, 
Much lcſs ſhall we warſhip a Graven Image, We 
ſhalt not Lift up his Name in vain, Nor ſhall we fail 
to keep holy his Holy Dayes. And it we love our 
Neighbour as Chriſt requires, we ſhall be ſurgto 

render 


— 


> vw » mu 


> www "Y) WW 7” RT--_Ss 2 fn Y 


Of Chriſts Diſciples 


render to every man his Due. And to by conſe- | 
quence we ſhall honony ai our Parents and Supe- 
riors, whether pblick, or private, Eccleſiaſtical, 
or Civill, Then for the Neighbour who is equal, 
or in any degree infer:our tous, we ſhall be ſure; 
net to injure him in any kin?, From whence it 
follows, we ſhall not kill, (for that were to in- ; 
jare him in his Life,) Nor commit Adultry , (for 
that were to /»jure him in. his IVife,) Nor ſteal 
or Plander ; ) for that were to injure him in his 
Goods.) Nor bear falſe Witneſs, (. for that were | 
to injure him in his good Name.) Andas wel 
thall-not thus -injurc him cither in Deed, or in! 
Word, ſoif we love him as our ſelves, or as Chriſt 
lov d'w#we ſhall not do: hit any injury, no not! 
ſo much 'as in our Thoughts , we (hall vor cover, 
or be deſiroms of any thing that is our Neighbours, 
Thus the four Precepts of the firſt Table, and the 


Precept beſides theſe Ten, they all are briefly 
comprehended inthis one word, Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

And fo I hop? by this tlm:, we are all of | 
one minde, as toucting ths Grand Charadte- | 
riſtick by: which we are to be known to be 
Chriſt's Diſciples, The peculiar Note of Diftin- 
tion, by which we are taken from out the world, 
as it were ſever'd and ſ:t apart, from all other 
ſocieties and ſorts of inen, whether their Ring- 
leaders and Maſters are Jews or Gentiles. 
Firſtforthe Gentiles, ye may know the Diſciples 
of Zoryoeaſtres, by their belief of two gods, and 


_ inceſtuous wedlocks, Ye may know the 
Diſciples: 


fix Precepts of the ſecond;Or ilthere is any*other | « Kg, 13:9. 
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even as Chriſt hath loved you, 


the Diſciples of Pyrbagores, by their Reverence 
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Diſciples of the Brachmans, by their unparall'd 
ſelf-denials in foodand rayment. Ye may know 


to the numbers of four and ſeven. And the 
Diſciples of Plate, by their fancifull 1des's in 
the concave of the Moon, And the Diſciples of 
Zeno, by their Dreams of Apathie and Fate, 
And the Diſciples of M«howmer, as well by the 
filthrneſs of their paradiſe, as by their deſperate 
Tenet of God's Decrees, And then for the Fews, 
ye may know the Diſciples of the Scribes,by their 
Traditional corruptions and their expoſicions of the' 
Law. Ye may know the Diſciples of the Phariſees, 
by their Form of godlineſs, and their * appearing 
righteous unto men. Ye may know the Diſciples 
of the Sadducees, by their denial of Providence 
and their diſ-belicf of the Reſwrrefion. Ye 
may know the Diſciples of the Eſſen?, by their 
overftrit# SabbatiFing. And the Diſciples of the 
NaFarites, by their abſtinence from the fleſb 
of all living creatures, And the Diſciples of 
the Hemerotaptifts by their every day waſhings 
from Topto Toe, Ye may know the Diſciples 
of Foby the Baptiſt, by their remarkable Fa- 
ſtings, and other Auſterities of Life. But by 
this (hall all men know that ye are all the 
Diſciples of Feſws Chriſt, 1f ye love one axother, 


Whilſt I am thinking what proper Hſes are 
to be made of this Scripture, the words of 
Sr, Paul which he writ to Ti&»0rhy do ſtraight 


occur to my remembrance z A# M—— 
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he) is by divine Inſpiration, and is profitable 
for Dottrin, for Regroof,for Correftion, for Inſflru- 
&1on in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be 
furniſhed unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. 
Were there no othcr Sciipture, then that with 
which I have cntertain'd you, I ſhould think it 
very profitable tor each of thoſe ends , and eſteem 
the preacher well furniſhed for every good work, 

Firſt, it is profitable for Dodrine, becauſe it 
teacheth ſuch as are igrorant, the true impor- 
tance of Cbriftianity , which doth not conſiſt 
(as ſome would have it) in our being born of 
godly Parents , believing the Hiſtory of the 
Gopet, making profeſron of zeal to Chriſt , 
poſting up and down from Sermon to Sermon, 
making many and long prayers , or whatſoever 
is comprehended under the Form of Godlineſs, 
that is, the Image, the Piure, the Counterfeit 
of Devotion, (as the word in the * Original 
doth very naturally import, 2 Tim, 3. 5.) For 
many profeſs to know God , who in their works 
deny himt. And let a mans profeſſion be what 
it will, yet if he 4# in contradition to the 
Commandements of Chriſt, that very «&tv 

is nothing better, than 4 Denial of the Faith, 
And fo 'tis call'd by the Apoſtle, x Tim. 5. 
$. Chriſtianity doth not confiſt then, in ſuch a 
ſanguin preſumption, as ſome call Faithz inſuch 
a carnal ſecurity , as ſome call Hope ; in ſuch 
a parcel of * fair words, as ſome call Charity ; 
in ſuch a f worldly ſorrow, as ſome call Re- 
pentaxee : But it confiſt's in ſuch a Faith, 
as * worketh by Kove; in ſuch a Hope, as 
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* 1b. 3-3. [doth * cleanſe and pur-fies inſuch a Charity, as 
work:1h no ll to his netgbbour z, but is (on the 
+ Rm, 13 1+ [Ccontrary) the T fu/filing of the Law, and in 
| ſuch a Repentance, as ſhew's it felt by amend- 
*Mur 3.8. |ment, and change of life, bringing forth * fruits 
meet for Repentance, Whatever ſome Mockers 
are wont to ſay; we finde by the Tenor of the 
Goſpel, that a material part of Godlineſs is 
moral honeſty. The chiet ingredients in a Chri- 
itians life, are as of Fuſtice, and works of 
Mercy, than which there was nothing more 
conſpicuous in the life of Chriff, The ſecond 
Table is the tonchoxe of our obedience unto 
the firſt, Our chiefeſt 4uty towards God, is our 
duty towards our Neighbour, God will have 
Juſtice and Mercy to be performed to ove 4no- 

ther, bcfore he accept's of any ſacrifice which 

can be offet'd unto himſelf, For what faith 
Mzt, 5. 23,24) Our Saviour? 1f thou bring thy gift to the Al. 

' tar, and there remembre#t that thy Brother hath 
eneht againſt thee, leave there thy gift before 
the Altar, and go thy way, firſt be reconciled to 
thy. Brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 

' As if he ſhould have ſaid, Get thee gone and 

be Honeſt., before thiu talk'ſt of being Godly, 

| Now together with th#, compare St. Fohy's 
*x Job. 3.10 | way of reckoning *. 1n this the children of 

| God are manifeſted, and the children of the De- 

vil, whoſoevcy doth wot righteouſneſſe is not of 
God, neither he that loveth not his Brothey *. 
And we know that we have paſſed from Death 
wnto Life, becauſe we love the Brethrev, Nor 
dothour Sayiour ſay (in my Text: ) By this 
ſhall 


* Verſ, 114+ 
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ſhall all men know -that ye are my Diſciples, 
if they ſee ye love God, But by this they ſhall 
know it, if ye love one another, Becauſe our 
love of one another doth preſuppoſe we love 
God; which 'tis * impoſſible we ſhould doe, in 
caſe we love mot one another, For he that ha- 
tech his Brother is a Murderer, and abideth in 
Death,xJoh.3-14,15- 

Thus ye ſee how this Scripture is profitable 
for Dedrin, 


And as for Dodrin, ſo alſo for Reproof. 
Becauſe it ſerves to convince us of the (mall 
proportion of Chriſtianity, which is to be faund 
among'ſt men who are commonly call'd Chyi- 
ſtiens, How much there is of the word, and how 
lirtle of the #hing. When the ſon of man comerh 
ſhall he find Faith ow the Earth ? Yes, ſtore of 
that Faith, which will ever be common to wer 
with * Devils, But when the Son of man com- 
th, ſhall he finde F»ftice, /(hall heffinde Mercy; 
(hall be finde Love upon the Earth ? ſhall he 
finde that Faith which worketh by Lowe ? and 
which worketh by ſ#:h a Love, as is the mo- 
ther of Obedience? and the mother of ſuch o- 
bedience, as is: impartially due to the Law of 
Chriſt ? Alas : how frequent a thing is it, for 
Chriſtians to perſecure their fellow- Chriſtians, 
and then to reckon it as the charadFer of their 
Diſcipleſhip under Chriſt? As if they read the 
Text backwards, vr underſtood it by an Anti- 
phraſis, ſuppoſing Cliriſt had meant thus, By 
this ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, 

E if 
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| (b) Hierocl, iu Precept 5 and (c) Antivs Reiio's brave ſervant 
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if ye Hate one another, Will it not be a very | 
ſad, and a ſhamefull thing, if Fewes and Gen- 
tiles (hall riſe in judgement againſt a great part 
| of Chriſtendom, whileſt Chriſtendom (hall j»/:fie 
both Fewes and Gentiles ? Firſt for the Jewes, 
they are ſo much at unity amongſt themſelves, 
; that however covetows in their particulars, and 
| however cruel to us Chriſtians ; yet, they are 
kind to one another, and full of good works 
roo, They ſuffer not the needy to goe without 
| his relief, nor the Captive without his ra»ſom, 
* Toſeph.Antiq.| Nay the * Eſſexi (amongſt the :Jewes) had all 
Tet in kg | things in common; and, living Yirgins them- 
cui Tirulus, |ſelves, beſtow'd their coſt and their care in 
mn may «5 breeding other folks children. Then, ſecondly, 
yy" 4h ' | for the Gentiles, (4) Homer deſcribes the love 
(a) Nliad,p. | of Enemies, The (6) Pythagorcans gave it io 


66, 70» ' of the Heathens do love their Enemies, were 


194.) Friends? What a ſcandals it ( at this day) to 
the Diſciples of Mahomet (that grand Impoſtor) 
that the Spirit of Diviſien ſhould ſeem to reign, 
more amongſt Chriſtians then amongſt #hem ? 
Nay are there not many great Potentates, who 
profefle to be the followers and friends of Chriſt, 
and yer are ready (at any rate) to buy peace of 
the Turk, to the end that they may break it 
with one another ? Or (not to go fo far from 
home) how little is there of Chriſtianity , ex- 
cept the ſyllables and the ſownd, even in that 


la of Chriſtendom, where Chriſt is moſt talks 
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of: Amongſt the maxy who are followers of 
the ame of Chriſt, how few are followers of 
| his Example? how far are they from giving all 
| to the poor, who * grind their faces as it were 
| meal, and ear thrm up as it were * Bread? how 
unlikely are rhey to iudure the bearing of the 


; Croſſe, who lay it ſo heavily upon other mens 


' ſhoulders? how do they leave all and fellow 
| Chriſt, who take away all from them that follow 
' him 2 How do they wreſtle againſs powers and 
''principalities, who flatter and ſyncretize with 
every thing that is mightieſt £ How doe they ab- 
| ſtain from all appearance of evil, who have no- 
thing of good but in appearance? Where are 
thoſe pieces of Chriſtianity, which are the grand 
chataCeriſticks whereby a Chriſtian ſhonld be 
diſtinguiſh't from Few and Gemile? I fear the 
places are very few(though God be thanked ſome 
there arc) where Chriſt may be known, by ſolid 
| Love, to have real Diſciples upon the carth, 
| "Thus you ſee how this Scripture doth furniſh 
matter for Rcprootk. 


And as for Reproof, ſo withall for corre&#1on 
and iſtration in righteouſneſſe. Becaule it ſerves 
to * reduce ſuch as are wandering out of the way, 
and to build vp ſuch as have beguz, or, as it were, 
fer out in the way of righteouſneſs. Whereby it 
[brings me neerer and neerer to the-more ſpecial 
| exi4 of our preſent meeting 5 which we are not 
only to, celebrate, as a pcople born in the very 
ſame County, but as a people brought up too inthe 
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very ſame School; and deſervedly dear to one. 
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another, not ſo much by being Countrey- men. 
as Condiſciples, Not Diſciples under the Law, 
which was a rigid * School maſtty to drive us on 
unto Chri#t, but Diſciples under Chriſt, who 
was 2 gracious Schoolmaſter to lead us on unto 
God. 

You know when Icntred upon my Text, 1 
rold-you it was a part of our Saviour's /aft will, 
And I muſt tell you, before I leave it, that the 
will was made for the behoof, as well of «s, 
and of our children (upon whom the ends of the 
world aye come) as for thac dozen of Diſciples 
ro whom *cwas given by parole, and with whom 
the Depoſitum was lcftin truſt, They were the 
Witneſſes , Overſeers, and Exccutors in chief 
But we the remoteſs of the Legataries have equal 
right with the moſt /mmedtate. For this Teſta- 
went (like the Sun) is ſo communicated to All, 
that every Chriſtian in partic?lar hath a fall 
right unto the whole, Will ye know the rea- 
ſon ? 'tis briefly this.” The true 7#ntext of the 
Teſtator was to make us * rich in good works, 
rich towards God, and to one another, But I 
may ſay of Right in ſach a Legacy, what Ari- 
ſoorle ſaith of the ſoul of man, that the whole 
is in the whole, and the whole in every part too, 
Nor is itleſt (as other Legacies) to be accepted, 
or refuſed; withour offence, For what is al- 
lowed 2b be our priviledge, is alſo injoyned 
hoc be our duty. In ſuch a Legacy 'as this, we 
are not only*permitted, bur ſtrily obliged ro 
«laim our portions, For ſo-run the words, A new 


commandement give I unto you. His command 


| 


of 


— 
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On —— 


of our Acceptance was one part of the Gifts and 
made h.s Teſtament of force, not only * after but | * Heb. g 17, 
before his death, 

Thus we (ce our obligation to fulfill the intent 
of the Teſtztor, And to the end we might y 


it, the will is regiſtred by Sr, Fohn in this ixde- 
lible Record, It lies vpon us, ths day, to give 
a proof unto the world of our D:ſciple(bip under 
Chriſt. As much as in us lycs, thiough the 
grace of our God whica is working in us, we 
muſt make this an 7mitable and an exemplary 
mecting. Every man muſt endeayour ( as St. | 
Paul exhorts his fon T:tws ) to ſhew himſelf a 
pattern of good works, Tit, 2. 7. Our love, as 
well as our moderation, * muſt be know #120 all * Phil. 45, 
men, Our light of love (like the Sun ) muſt 
caſt a g/ory round about it, though not to this} 
end, that men miy ſee «s, and glorifie «, 
yet art leaſt to this end, that men may ſee our 
* good works, and glorific our Father which is| *Mar. 5.16, 
in heaven, Or as "tis exprefied in my Text, 
that all men may knew we are Chriſts Diſciples, 
Let us not wa!k after them, who open their 
mce:ing-with a Serwes, and ſhut it up with a 
Surfet. But as we have happily begun with 
| ome Atts of ſacrifice, ſo let us end more hap- 
pily in works of mercy; for we arc not invi- | 
ed ro a Feaſt, like that of Herod, and the 1/- 
parlites, who ſate down { like Biutes ) to eat 
and drink, and then (like wantons ) roſe up to 
play, ( Exod. 32. 6. ) This is not v7", a 
Grecian Feaſt of god fellewſh/p, but a Chri- 
ſtian-&/m, Of Fraſt of love, 
eq E 3 If; 


| 


— 


—_—. 


fl | AR. 2.46, 


Wh. [Gs 
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[* 


meat with gladneſs, as well as with ſingleneſs | 
of heart. From whence I take out this Leſſon, | 
Tl:at Chri5tianity is not a ſullen thing, making , 
cyery mans life a continnall Lent, as the He-| 
retick * Montanns would fain have had ir,'}' 


anng factuit 
| qazdrageſt mas , 
| qa1ſt tyres paſſt 
| | (iut ſa/y1tn is, 
tlieron, in P. | 
| | d Macccllam, | 
| ti,1,406, | 


V<ilic 44,45. 


| 


* Quia animo' 
1 ammaque Mmiſces | 
| mur, ntbal de vet | 
| (ommunicatione , 
| dubitamw. Onr | 
| na ind:ſcreta a- 
pud nos ſunt, 
preter uxores. 
| Terral', in As 


pol, cap 39. 


—— 


Bur withall Jet -us ruminate on the two; Verſes'] 


There .is a difference very ſufficient betwixt the] 
Church of a Chriſtian , and; a Stoick's Porch, 


going before, where they had all things in| 
common, the rich diſtributing to the poor, (to 
every man his proportion) juſt decording as 
they had need ne. 

Neither was it upon 2 fuddain, that charity || 
grew to that coldneſs in which we finde ir, 
For * Tertullian tells us, that (in 4 dayes ) 
they had all things in common , except their 
wives, Mer 

I do not preſſe you to an equality , ( for I 
think the Age will not bear it) I only plead 
for a ſimil:tnde with what 'we find was the 
praQice of better times. 1 do not urge. you to 
be 4:berall keyond your, power (like the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians of Macedonia, 2 Cor. 8. 3.) nor | 
10 part with your Riches in exchange for deep 
Poverty, that through, your poverty the poor |: 


_ may || 


OI 


— 
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Or: 
TTY 


Jand ſo receompenſe be made thee, From whence 


may grow Rich, (as St. Paul (peaks of our Sa-| 
viour, 2. 9. ) For wien the Age is ton, 1 
cannot hope I am ſpeaking to tuch a gold- 
flock of Hearers, as will indure to be preach'c 
into ſo much purity. | 

All Iexbo t you toy- is this, That ye will be| 


Ibur as ingenuous as ihe Heathen Emperor Se- | 


verns, that is, thar ye will doe as ye would be 
dene by, ard art lea(t be Gberal * ro your prey | 3008 3 
and that ye will ſo ſh w mercy, as ye hope to 


pfnae cit Ye cannot call it a Feaſt of Love, | 
where ſome are dru»k, whilſt ſome are hungry, ! 


(as it ſeems at * Cor7nth ſome ſuch there were.)| * i Ccr,n1. 21 


JA true Feaſt of Love muſt be for all comers, as} 
{ well for the poor, as for the rich, or rather for 
{the paor before the rich. For mark the words; 
[of our Saviour to one who- invited him to a' 


Feaſt, Luk, 14, from v. 12. t0 v. 15. where| 

firſt he adviſeth in the Negative ; When thou Luk, T4. 13, 
makeſt a Dinner or a Supper, call not thy Friends, | 
nor thy Brethren, neither thy Kinſmen, nor thy 
rich Neighbours, leaſt they alſo bid thee again, __. 

aA T0 

we learn this Leſſon, That *cis true * Courteſie | tma$i, 4ri- 
indeed, to be afraid of a Requital!, He is a | £6.48. p. 
Mercenary Feaſter, whoſe Gueſts are all Epter-|* 

tainers as apt and able as h:»-ſc/f. For one rich 
man to invite another, is no more in effec, 
than to make an exchange of good Cheer, to 
commute a Dinner for a Supper, and what is 
that to be eſteemed, but a more Gentlemanly 
Barter? A buying and and (ſelling of Enter- 
tainments? Our Saviour therefore gges on m 


the 
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bs | 


Verl,13, | the poſitive part of his Adviſe, When thou ma- 


| 


keſt a Feaſt, call the pooy, the marme4, the lame, 
_—_ and the blinde, adding this for a reaſon, becauſe 

they cannot recompenſe thee again. Which is as 
much as to ſay, that the nob/eſt motive to our 
| Beneficence ſhould be the poverty of the ob- 
| ject on which 'cis faſten'd, and the greateſt 1s-| 
 peſſubility of the leaſt Requital upon earth, It 
15 alwayes * more bleſied to give thin to receive, 
(as our Saviours words are recorded in the Na- 
Farene Goſpell ) but then eſpecially, when we 
give with an aſſurance, that (on this-fide hea- 


* As 20.35. 


Jalſo, the mercifull man is a proje&or, and driving| 
on his ewn intereſt; beſtowing alutttehere on 
earth, for a large Recompenſe in- Heaven. For | 
ſo ſaith our Saviour in the next words of that 
Verſe, (giving the reaſon of that reaſon he 
gave before )* Thou ſhalt be recompenſed at the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, 
| Saythen, my Brethren. When God profeſſeth 
* bid to be our * Debtey for all we give unto the poor, 
* Luk. 6.38. [and gives us his word for a * Repayment, and 
Mar,19. 29, | when Chrift becomes our ſecurity, that all we 
lend (hall be retu n'd a hundred fold into our Bo- 
ſomes; what kinde of reaſon can be imagin'd 


_ 


*Ve:l. 14, 


* Prov. Ig.17. 


' why one Rich man will lend his money unto]: 
another, for ſix pounds in the hundred, or lay|' 
it ont in ſome Trade( at moſt ) for 1wemty in the! 
hundred , rather than * lend it wnto'-the Lord 


* Prev. 19. 19, 
iq Mair, 13. AS, 
+6, 


'( by havirg pity pon the poor) or 0 lay it out 
upon life e:erna!l , whereby he ſhall not only 


ven) we ſhall or receive. Yeteven in ths caſe] | 


reccive ſix or twenty in the h»ndred, but cx-|| 
ccedingly |; 
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| ceedingly more, then 8 bundred-fold the very 


Principal? 1f you inquire into the reaſon, I am 
afraid you will finde it to be bur this, that they 
cannot cafily :ruſt God, or believe the Scripture, 
or accept of Chriſt for their ſecurity. Ler me 
therefore ſay to as many of you as 'are ſuper- 
latively Rich, That it ever you do expe to 
be * carried by the Angels into Abrabams Bo- 
ſome, you muſt think your ſelves obliged to 
take ZaFarw into your own, And let me lay 
to as many of you as are comparatively poor, 
that rather than faile of being mercifull, ye 


good that ye may have to give to bim that needeth, 
Ss. Pauls own hands did adminiſter to his ne- 
ceſſities z, and not only to hi, but to theirs al- 
ſo that were- with him, AR. 20. 43. The 
ſtrong ought by their /abour #0 * ſupport the 
weak, (v. 35. ) Rather then any man ſhould 
want, who is not able to earn his Bread, He 
hath a right to cat it in the ſwear of our 
Brows. For there is one ſort of poor, who arc 
an Honorable Order and Rank of men, as being 
Fure Divino, of God's immediate * inftitution, 
And our Lord himſelf, that * Sun of righteouſ- 
nefſe, when he was here in his Hypoges, was 


| [pleas'd to make himſelf free of that Company ; 


He became the head of that Order. For whil'ſt 
he liv'd, he liv'd upon Ames, ( Luk. $. z.) the 
Foxes were not ſo poor, for they had holes ; 
the Fowls of the Aire were not (o deſtitute , 
for they had neſts, bur the Son of man ( _ 

F the 


muſt * work with your hands the thing that 


* Luk. 16, 22, 


* Eph. 4. 28, 


* © 5 Palen u6- 
YeNuenog SperE- 
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* Deur, 15.11, 
1 Sam. 3. 7. 
* Mal. 4 3. 
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the Son ef mn himfclt) 4ad pot where 16 lay 
| his hrad, ( Mat. $. 20« ) And then when he 
was dead, He was 48in to be bxricd uponother 
folks charges. ( Luk. 23. 53. 56.) Ye muſt} 
not thexefore neg e& the poor, vnleſſe you dare 
* Piov, 14.31. * reproach your Maker z or; unlefle ye dare de- 
ſpiſe 16at, which Chriſt himſelf in his perſon 
1 | was pleaſed .to henovr, . The Infidels provided 
iy | | as well for thoſe of their own Cowuntrey, as for 
04 thoſe of theix awn Hoxnſe, And St. Pax/ ins 
* 1 Tim. 5.3, | plyes by the word [ * eſpeciaty] that Chriſtiane 
| opghr to provide for 4otb, unleſſe they : dare 
be worſe. thas Ivfidels. From all which i« 
is evident, that they who gre of your Coaw- 
» 320p 8s |} , ye not admitted to your, Fegfh, and 
Ts mwiey xo-[that for vo other * fault than theig being 
| - -vogr mood 3 poor, muſt have ſuch proviſion maade _ far 
| s. P1/o wt | them, that they may fare the berzer for being 
| Gay. Þ, $44 Hungry. 


ih 


—— 
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FEY But yet 1 am not at an end of my Exhor- 
gs: | tation, For in vain do rich men conſpire, to| 
| |Philerr, 7, [refreſh the Bowels of the poor, whil't by en» | 
| vy, or Animolty, or by wexatiows Suits 48| 
| Law, they do impoveriſh rhe Rich too, It 1s 
| nor true Charity they ſhew to others, if they 
| nouriſh Contemtiov amongſt themſelves. Men 
| m3y be liberal to their Yen'ties, and beſtow #| 
great deal of Riches in 0ftentatien to the por, 


if they will not /a: fol a Quarrell, or Suit 2t 
Law, untill they are utterly diſenabled to bold 


| 
| and yet be till ftrangers tro Chriftian charity, 
[ 
| 


is | 


Fes 
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W- 


it.#p, The wiſe Diſciples of * Pyrhagoras would 
rather quit their own right in matter of Riche, 
or Honowr, or worldly greatneſſe, then run the 
hazard of breaking peace in any ſach carnal con- 
fiderations. - 


And therefore (my Brethren ) let me con- 
jure you, not ſa much by that common, but 


| |6ivi{ Inrereff, which you have in one Conntrey, 


as by that common, and ſacred Interei#, which 
you have in one Chrii, that all your Conten- 
tions ( from this day forward ) may be - fwal- 
low'd up in this oe, who ſhall ſhew the great- 


ſt Fel, and who ſhall uſe the beſt endeavours, 


fo keep the unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, Thar however your Feaſt is but once 4 
yeer, yet your pears and your umty miy be al 
the year long. Remember the ſaying of Se. 
Fames, That to love one another, as you lowe 
your own ſelves, is tq fulfill the Royal Law, Jam. 
2. 8. If Jclus Chriſt is a Koyall Saviour, and 
if his Law is a Royal Lew, then all true Chri- 
ſtians muſt needs be Royaliffs x that is, obedi- 
ent to the Precepts of Chriſt their King. Re- 
member the ſaying of * Sc. Paul, That by oze 


- wy; we are all baptiFed into one. Body , whe- 
 |t 


Jewes, or Gentiles, bound or free, of diffe- 
rent Countreys, or of the fame, we have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit *, Te are the 
Body of Chriſt, and members in particular, * Let 
there be no Schiſme in the Body, But what- 
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Hierocl. 65 — . 


Iluzzy, e772. 
P, 61. 


Epb, 4. 3. 
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*1 Cor,12,13 


1 Verl, 279: 


* Veil, x5, 
| Phil. 4. $ 


ſoever things are true , whatſoever things are 


F 32 honeft, | 
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| | Ch:p.z.v.1, 
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VpewV, _ 
x Theſfl.5-23. 


Jude 24, 


Chriſt, 


of our future Glory, to the holy, in- 
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heneft, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things ore lovely, 
whatſoever things are of good R-port ;, if there 
be any wertne, if there hk any praiſe, if there 
be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of 


love, if any fellowſhp of the Spirit, if any 
Bowels and Mercies, Think on theſe things. 
And the wvery God of Peace ſantifie you 
wholly z that the * whole of you, both! 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, may be - preſerved 
blameleſſe wnto the coming of our Lord Jeſs 


Now unto him Who is able to keep us 
from falling, and to raile us when 
we are down, and to preſent us be- 
ing rifen, before the preſence of his} 
Glory , with exceeding Joy, To the only! 
wiſe God our Saviaur, even to God 
the Father, who hath created us in 
love by his mighty power, to God 
the Son, who hath redeemed us in 
love by his precious Blaod, and to 
God the Holy-Ghoft, who hath pre- 
pared us in love by his anfiifiin 


Grace, and thereby given us a Pledge 


divi- 


44 
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dividual, and Glorious Trinity, three 
Perlons and one God, be aſcribed 
by us, and by all the world, 


BleſSmng, and Glory, and Honour, 
and Power, and Wiſdome, and 
Thankſgiving , from this day for- 


ward, and for evermore. 


THE END, 


—— 
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Books written by the ſame Author, and 


Rev. 5. 13,13, 


lately publiſhed, Viz; 
| 
l HE Sinner impleaded in his own | 
| | Court; wherein are repreſented , the, 
great d.ſcouragements from finning, which rhe 
Sinner receiveth from fin it ſelf, &c. $9. 
2. The Chriſtians Reſcue from the Grand Er- 
ror of the Heathen, touching the fatall neceſſt | 
ty of all Events, and the Diſmall conſequences | 
thereof which have lily crept into the Chnrch, 4% | 


Sold by Richard Royſton at the Angell 
in 1v9-lancs 


